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Jesus the Bridegroom Shepherd 

 

I. Jewish Marriage Customs, Matthew 1:18 

 

A. On the night before the cross, Jesus had gathered his disciples in the Upper 

Room.  Jesus had been preparing his disciples for his coming death, and 

speaks to them a tender word of promise and encouragement, “Do not let your 

hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 
2 

In my Father‟s house are 

many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 

prepare a place for you. 
3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”(John 

14:1-3) 

 

B. Jesus was drawing from Jewish marriage customs.  The Jewish understanding 

of betrothal has always been much stronger than our modern day 

understanding of engagement.  The betrothal was a binding agreement, that 

would literally need a certificate of divorce to annul the contract(Deut. 24:1-

4). This option was only available to the husband.  The Hebrew word for 

betrothal, eyrusin, means sanctification, or the setting apart of an individual.  

It clearly defines the purpose of this period as a time in which a couple would 

consecrate themselves to prepare to enter into the covenant of marriage.   

 

II. Arranged Marriages 

 

A. Jewish marriages were typically arranged.  The Father would choose a bride 

for his Son.  Ephesians 1:4 (NIV), “For he chose us in him before the creation 

of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” 

 

B. The Father and Son would leave their home and travel to the girl‟s home for 

the purpose of obtaining a wife through a marriage covenant called a 

„katubah.‟  Genesis 2:24 (NIV), “For this reason a man will leave his father 

and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” 

 

C. The Bridal price was established.  They would meet with the father of the 

chosen bride and negotiate the bridal price called the „mohar.‟  The price was 

always a reflection of the value that the man had placed on his soon to be 

bride.  I  Peter 1:18-19 (NIV), “For you know that it was not with perishable 

things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of 

life handed down to you from your forefathers, 
19 

but with the precious blood 

of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” 

 

D. The Betrothal date is set. The father and son will leave and the son returns to 

his home to sell whatever needs to be sold for the bride‟s price(mohar). Matt. 

13:44-46   

 



 

 

E. The Betrothal date arrives.  The young man and his parents arrive to the girl‟s 

house for the betrothal dinner.  This was usually done publically-under the 

canopy(Huppah) where they declare their hearts to become betrothed to one 

another!  And always a Cup is placed before them but no one can touch it until 

the appointed time.  Luke 22:14-15 (NIV), “When the hour came, Jesus and 

his apostles reclined at the table. 
15 

And he said to them, “I have eagerly 

desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” 

 

F. The Marriage covenant is presented and offered!  Jesus presented the 

covenant in the upper room saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
27 

Then 

he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you. 
28 

This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

G. The Marriage covenant is called the Katubah and states the bridal price, the 

promise to support and care for her, and the terms of the marriage should she 

accept.  It is a legal document and could only be broken by a divorce.  Eph. 

5:28-32 

 

H. The Father asks the bride if she will accept and then the Father offers the cup 

to his Son, the Groom. The young man drinks signifying his willingness to 

sacrifice in order to make her his wife!   

 

I. The Groom then offers the cup to his bride signifying her willingness to enter 

into the marriage saying, “I accept your gift and your life and I offer you my 

life in return.” 

 

Matthew 26:27-28 (NIV), “Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to 

them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 
28 

This is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

J. Once they drink the young man hands over the bride price to the Father.   

 

Luke 23:46 (NIV), “Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your 

hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.” 

 

K. The young man then presents his gifts to his bride called Matan, which means 

gift or pledge. This word is translated into Greek as „Charismata.‟  This gift 

was considered a pledge of his love, and a deposit and promise of his return!   

 

Ephesians 1:13-14 (NIV), “And you also were included in Christ when you 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you 

were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
14 

who is a deposit 

guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God‟s 

possession—to the praise of his glory.” 

 



 

 

 

L. As she accepts these gifts of value, the betrothal is now complete and she 

enters into a time of sanctification, called the „kiddushin.‟ She is now not only 

set apart(betrothed, but also entering into a time of „sanctification‟ being made 

ready for the return of her tender bridegroom! 

 

Hebrews 10:10 (NIV), “And by that will, we have been made holy through the 

sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

 

M. At this point the bride promises to pay dowry.  We pay our dowry as a yielded 

life set apart, holy, pure and belonging to another!  

 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV), “Do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are 

not your own; 
20 

you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your 

body.” 

 

Romans 12:1 (NIV), “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God‟s 

mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—

this is your spiritual act of worship.” 

 

N. After the promise of the dowry, the groom then makes a speech and says, “I 

go to prepare a place for you.  I will come back when it is ready.”  As she is 

waiting for his return, she is referred to as the one “bought with a price.”  She 

will typically wear a veil signifying that she is now SET APART, 

SANCTIFIED, and belongs to another! She takes on his name and is 

considered his wife with all the rights and privileges.   

 

Romans 8:17 (NIV), “Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 

and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 

may also share in his glory.” 

 

III. The Return and Consummation 

 

A. The Groom returns to his Father‟s house and begins building.  The Father was 

the judge of when it was finished and when the young man could claim his 

bride—the son didn‟t know when that day would come.   

 

Matthew 24:36 (NIV), “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 

 

B. During this season the bride prepares her wedding dress(garment) and 

consecrates herself.  This was a time of preparation for the return of her 

bridegroom!  She was to have an oil lamp always lit and extra oil on hand! As 

the time grew near she would gather her bridesmaids, and they would sleep in 

her room, and the bride would often sleep in her wedding gown!   



 

 

 

Revelation 19:7-8 (NIV), “For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his 

bride has made herself ready. 
8 

Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to 

wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)” 

 

Isaiah 61:10 (NIV), “I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my 

God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a 

robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a 

bride adorns herself with her jewels.” 

 

C. When all was ready, the Father would give the command to go.  Jewish brides 

were often stolen at night. The bride was always to be „watching and ready‟ 

for his return!  When close the grooms friend(the friend of the bridegroom) 

would run ahead and stand under the window and say, “Behold, the 

Bridegroom! The Bridegroom is coming! Blessed is he who comes!” Matthew 

25:1-5 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:2 (NIV), “for you know very well that the day of the Lord 

will come like a thief in the night.” 

 

Matthew 23:39 (NIV), “For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 

„Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.‟” 

 

D. The Trumpet(shofar) was then blown and the Bridegroom would charge in 

and take away his bride to his father‟s house to celebrate the Marriage Feast!
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1 Corinthians 15:52 (NIV), “in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and 

we will be changed.” 

 

IV. Birth of Christ 

 

A. Jesus the Shepherd, “And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who 

will shepherd my people Israel” Matthew 2:6/Micah 5:2 

1. Born in Bethlehem, „house of bread‟  

2. Luke 1:4-7, Manger(Watering Trough), Shepherds Cave, Swaddling 

cloths. 

3. Shepherds, Luke 2:8-14 

a. Tower of the Flock(Migdal Edar), Micah 4:8  

b. Lamb is the Shepherd, Revelation 7:15-17 

B. The Wise Men, “When they saw the child…they fell down and worshipped 

him” Matt. 2:11 
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 Rhonda Calhoun, The Bride of Christ, paraphrased pg 123-130 


